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Around 10,000 years ago South Wales was a bit chilly!

We had walked into thé&ronbridge Gorgéhat had been formed

@& during the last Ice Age | had not realised that the glaciers went
this south. The river Severn dashes by and weaged a post
dinner evening at th&oat Innwhich we accessed by the footpath
from the YHA.

The black doohas
various ines painted
- upon it with one
recording what happened in the next picture after a lot &
rain had fallen.

It was a dry eveningow. Whew!So we could settle in
and taste some of what this very local pub had to offer

Chesssome darts and a bit of titikg
on the pianowasall washed down
with the local ales.

But that was all an aside to the main purpose of our visit which was to see the home and perhaps
starting point of thelndustrial Revolution

There was a need to bridge the river here and the developmeaoasifiron permitted the opening
of the worlds first Iron bridge in 1781 and all the rest is historgll the short version.)

Those in the Johannesburg area will be interested to learhtttia was a toll bridge which quickly
made profits (people paid the toll) despite a cost of perhaps £6007

Abraham Darby is the name you were all thinking of.

2 As you will gather we were again staying attdA,
with this one a nice rivaide walk awayn Coalport.
| The buiding was one of theld factory sites that
made up the Coalport China Works.




All that talk of Ice Age and the reputation the UK has for bad weather made me notice
the use ofsolar panelsl learn that in fact over 1 million GB hontes/e solar energy
installations.Figures for SA are difficult to find (local Government makes money from
Eskom main supplies) but they are far below where they should be. One figure has the UK
at 1 GW v SA at 10MW.1 GW =1000 MW.

A sunny picture needs tollow this S@Sy A F (GKS d&ad3s = o (&
for 2 days or so before returning to spring. Of course the braai cam|
out and this pic has the starters being cooked on the grill and
interestingly in little cast iron containers. | am experimenting.

We also braved a less warm day to repeat the protestsiveekand
we had with us our next door neighbo8heila and Trudivho had

: recently arrived in the UK after
leaving SA.

As the day progressed the evening chill
took us indoors for some old fashioned
Charades. A drop of wine always helps arr'
these pics capture Sheila’s effort and a
- more thoughtful Trudi whilst enjoying
cheese and biscuits.

Andrea gets into the mood with Alfie.

Our local travels have continuedth a surprise stopover inStratford onAvon.

This took Bev and | back to 1969 as Stratford was thenfiyht of our honeymoon and also our first
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anniversary. We took pictures of us outside the two places involved, being the Shakespeare Hotel
andthe WhiteSwan Inn.

We had a good loo&iround the town with boat ride, riverside walks and the
theatre. Of course this is all about Shakespeare and no visit is complete [
without the essential picture fathis world renowned playwright

We toured the area a bit and returned via the
~ Cotswolds beig another place that Bev and | have
visited and once again we have a shot of the Old N¢
Inn that we stayed at many moons agdamely
Bourton on- the water during our whistle stop trip




As you can see the day was g
quite cold but it did not stop
. Courtney doing another of
her 5 km runs on the first
day as we drove through

Wycombe.

There havdbeena few more of these runs o
around and about and her PB is certainly reflecting this effort.

Theseare not races as such, merely fun runs that intend to stretch one to
achieve better times. The First Lady home at the Decathlon event in
Stevenage was notable andlso show here¢he Dartford start with a swan
dwarfing Courtney in Wycombe. It takes usstame interesting places.

I have mentioned before how fortunate we are to have received gifts of membership fdatienal
Trust and English Heritageéhichwe try and m&e good use ofvith Andrea building them into our
various journeys. Some are lotalus in Kent/London.

| To the left | am sitting next t&eorge Bernard
Shawas we undertook a significant country hike
ending at his house.

His literary worksincluding Pygmalion, saw him
win both a Noble prize and an Academy award. It
® was the first time had seen either close up and it
§ should be noted that he is the only person to hav
achieved this double.

Another notable person in our sights w@barles Darwin

who seems to have bravely continued the work started by
his father in his search for the amers to who and why we

are, ending up with the principles of evolution. Views that
some would have seen as heretical then and probably still do
today even though scientists have embraced and confirmed
these findingsHis house is to the left.

If one goes hck to the dawn of mankind and traces their footsteps one sees an interesting pattern
as ancient man returns to the cradle of human life in Africa, but as modern colonialists. Colonising
their own historical places of origin!

Our stop-over in Stratford orAvon was en route to Ironbridge and then Shrewsblong the way

we saw lots otastles and medieval places and even visited the remains of an old Roman town just
outside Shrewsbury. We could not find a YHA that was right and instead took up a sugsnbar

deal at the Travelodge being a large chain of hotels at the lower end of the star ratings. It was a good
stay, however, and worth repeating in futuresifecial pices carbe found.

Some pictures capture the time spent here.



First up is/arwickwith castle and a
long historyincluding this original
gateway into the town.

We came across a stattieat

e brought back memories from the
T SRR wireless in the 1950's.

| can recall listening to the fight betwe®&®andobh Turpinand Sugar Ray
Robinsorfor the World Middleweight titlein 1951 This stéue was suitably
| unveiled by Henry @per. Because it was on
radio | have never realised that Randolph’s =
. . =
¥ father was born in Guyana anldat Turgn was ’;% ;
the first black British world champion boxér.
will continue to just remember him asgreat

British champion.

Kenilworth Castléakes us back to ElizabetH and the Earl of l’
LeicesterRobert Dudleyin the mid 1500 8efore that Henry % (1120 s)and 2" pIayed their part
with the fortress being strengthened in the téxof King Johnt is so easy to name drop when
touring around GB.

This little tower was found on top &hrewsbury Castlend was perhaps,
the earliest form of conservatory. It was a sun room intended for the lad
of the castleto pass he time with painting afternoon teaand the like.

Wroxeterwas a Roman siteormed initially
as a fortress and becameifdin's fourth
largest city of some 5000 people.

When listening to thewudiotour guideone
gathers that many positive things flowed from this bit of colonisation
and it isworth noting thatHelen Zille is emboiled in a similatine of
thought in Cape Towand being maligned fdt.

' modern functionalityof the Travelodge in Shrewsbury.

| The latterwas neatclean,and comfortablewith an en
suite, TV and coffee making faciliticBhe YHA offered a
communalstyle with lounges andelfcateringoptions.

We do not have a castle in which to paint but the sun did come
out on our little patio where Courey andl had a gaat
reproducing a still lifeYou will see that we have to pdito the
item as it may not belavious from the paintings themselves!




I have told you that this letter goes to the Old Camdersamebsite but it would be true tsay that
there has been little mention of these chaps of lakbat theme continues again but | have got a
little closer by including this picture from yesterday of a lunch meet of sppneagOld Camden
School foiGirlsthat operated from close by to Holloway (@den County)

I will mention the names as we have found that much interachkias arisen between these schools
if for no other reason thasocial proximity.

#¥ They met at a St. Martia lanerestaurant

just up the roda from TrafalgarSquare Most

of them no longer live in the central areas of
London and the location is a neutral spot
offering much pre and post lunch
possibilities.

From left we haveFrancis NesbiPaua Lee,
Barbara RedelCleo Sylvester, Bev Seller

A R (Shearn), Linda Spanner.
& .

| have purposely given their maiden names as these are the ones people might recall from those
times aroundthe mid- 1950°s to early 1960. know, | knowthey all look youney.

We travelled into London ourselves a few weeks ago and
used our time to visisome places of interest. As the train
comesinto Victoria thefirst destinationwas a short walk

up to HydePark and thaVellingtonArch.l don’t thinkthat

| have ever been this side of HyBerk before But you

really should go.

The arch itself is open and is a museum about Wellington
but basicdl centres on the Battle of Waterloo which was
won by Wellington (he had lots of help) in 18MN&poleon
was, of course, on théother¢ side.As we were walking
around we chanced upon this magelightful scene with

the household cavalry moving througe arch on their

way to the Palace.

Opposite the arch is Apsley House being the home of the Duke of Wellifgtour. of the
impressivenousefollowed. Although Wéllington is known because of Waterlbe did become
PrimeMinisteras well and the luxurious dining rooms and art galleries provided the backdrop to
remind all who entered of his standing and achievement.

Here ighe picture ya have all wanted to se&’es, the original Wellington
Boot as madespecidly for Wellington and worn at aterloo. You will also
noticein the bottom left the sword he usefvorn might be aetter
descrigion) at Waterloo.

Napoleon found himself on St Helena and it may be of interest to note that the
mail ship from CT that called on the island was discontinued last year because a
new airport had been buillt appears that the strong wids encountered on

the island has meant that the main airport could not yet be opened and thus
more than Napoleon is left stranded.



