
Old Camdenians Cricket Club go on tour. 

Whilst I played cricket for the OC`s in the 1960`s I was out of the country when they did so much and 

actually went overseas in the next two decades. 

As a result I was not even aware of the tours. 

I go back to Bow Lane but the only remaining cricket connection is now with regards to matches 

being played at Burton Hole Lane. Cricket seems to have lost some appeal at Holloway as the senior 

pupils look to other activities (or even academic studies!). 

John Maskell is our cricket man who would be pleased to hear from anyone who might like to join 

the teams. We have just agreed to fund the purchase of a new sight screen for them and so now is a 

good time to come aboard. John can be reached on john.maskell4@btinternet.com  . 

But this is a note about the tours. 

The cricket squad was a founder member of the Middlesex Cricket League in 1976, with great 

success from 1976 through to 1989 being the time covered by this write up. A League representative 

side was the first to tour which included one Old Camdenian, Colin Davies. But this seemed to whet 

the appetite for the club as a whole and so off they went as well. This was in 1987 and 1989 with 

forty six in all joining the 1989 tour. 

But not for them the old countryside of Thomas 

Hardy-they had done that and lovely it was to. Oh 

no, this was a time of boldness and exploration. 

They headed straight into the lion`s den and 

decided to go and confront the West Indies and 

Australasia with a stop in Fiji and Hawaii. 

 

Alan Robinson (Bulldog?) was the secretary at the time and he has provided me with some 

background bits of the tour which included the odd soccer match. There is a souvenir programme 

available of the tour which provides a great deal of the detail but to avoid boring you too much I will 

precis the tour to a few words and some pictures. 

Let us start with New Zealand and 1987. A cold February in London, 

where the team gathered at the Chequers Hotel for the Continental 

flight out of Gatwick. 

First stop Fiji-where else! 

 

Not a bad swap for a winter`s day in London. 
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And here is the pic of the full tour party.   

 

So apart from playing against Lantaka it appears a lot of this substance was 

consumed as well as accepting the warm and friendly hospitality of their Fijian 

hosts. 

Well, that seems like a great start. 

 

Melbourne saw the team matched against a strong Northcote side who made 175 off 

their 45 overs that the OC`s could not pass. 

 

So it was off to NZ to do battle on the cricket and soccer fields. 

I am told the match was played at a fast pace against a formidable 

Mount Wellington side resulting in a commendable 2-2 draw. 



We have a team pic now.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some names for you. 

L to R M.Quilter, A.Eales, D.Cronin, T.Cricks, R.Gravett, M.Davies 

Front: I.Scott, C.Davies, G.Panayi, P.Thompson, J.Hensman, C.Robinson 

This is the match v Lanomaric resulting in a 4-4 draw (Colin Robinson hat trick) with other scores 

being 2-2 in Auckland and Hawaii matches 2-1 and 0-2. 

But this is headed a Cricket Tour so I had better put in a cricket picture. 

 

 

 

Back row: C.Robinson, R.Gravett, 

S.Turnbull, G.Young, D.Cronin, 

C.Hooke (umpire) 

Front: M.Quilter, J.Hensman, 

C.Davies, I.Scott, L.Shepherd, D. 

Turnbull 

 



 

On the cricket square two matches were held at the same time being against 

Papateetoe and Waitenata (M.Bartlett 52) although this dilution of strength 

did not look good in the results column. 

 

Leaving Auckland they headed to Christchurch where the 

first tour victory was recorded (J.Hensman 128 no and 

S.Turnbull 66). Much celebration with white water rapids 

and jet skis followed and probably a beer or four.  

This was the time when the soccer 

match against Lanomaric took place-see earlier 

pic.  

 

So where to now? 

Yes you may have guessed-Hawaii. 

But you may ask if this part of the world has been introduced to cricket. Well, I am not sure but it 

was to the soccer pitch if you wanted to see any action. Two matches with a victory and loss to 

balance matters illustrated back then how the USA youth were taking to this European sport of 

soccer. 

This saw the end of the tour although some took advantage of their position and popped over to Los 

Angeles where soccer or cricket was replaced by Walt Disney. 

------------------------------------ 

In 1989 they went off to the West Indies and played in Trinidad and also Barbados. 

Eleven cricket and soccer matches took 

place although we are short of details and 

pics but along the way a Rum Distillery 

was included and the aptly named Jolly 

Roger. 

The Normandie Hotel was the Trinidad base and they still had time to visit 

the swamps at Nariva. 

My goodness what a set of tours.  It all sounds fantastic. 

Alan shearn 


