OCC AGM 116th Chair’s report

Good afternoon everybody and welcome to the 116th Annual General Meeting and 98th lunch/dinner of the Old Camdenians club. Our thanks go to Jim for once again giving a tour of the school and to Bob for manning the bar in place of Martin, who can’t be here today.

Before we go any further let’s just pause to remember some Old Camdenians who have sadly died this year: Reg Pritchett, who led an extraordinary, action-packed life as a soldier, athlete, teacher and performance artist; Dennis Warwick, a valued member of our committee, well known to many of us here today, a regular attendee of these events, and whose passing leaves a considerable void. And just recently  we learned of the death of John ‘Chic’ Chandler, who was at the school between 1956 and 1963 and who became an eminent scientist in the field of entomology. I would ask you to have a moment’s reflection on those we have lost…

Thank you. Well, it seems that this year has turned out to be a momentous one for the school. After what we have been led to believe has been a period of uncertainty about its ability to survive, Beacon High will next year become part of the Lift Academy group, thus, we hope, assuring its future. Our committee member Panos Nicholaides sits on the governing board and will keep us updated on developments.

The Old Camdenians Club will of course still be a part of that future. As Panos will confirm in a moment, our finances remain in good order and we will continue our support for the school through sports bursaries, branded kit for sports leaders and one-off projects such as the refurbishment of the sports hall that we funded this year. 

We continue, too, to offer bursaries via the Billy Fund to chosen applicants as they go on to college, university or apprenticeships. The latest of these is Micah Lwereere who is here today.

I will now ask Panos to tell us the state of the finances.


